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HOUSE BI LL 2523

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives N xon, Anderson, Rodne and Tal cott

Read first tinme 01/10/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to auditing the signature verification process in
el ections; anmendi ng RCW 29A. 04. 530; and addi ng new sections to chapter
29A. 04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

During the signature verification process, the county auditor nust
conduct random audits of verified signatures on batches of ballots for
qual ity control purposes.

(1) The random audits nust be perforned:

(a) Before the outer envel ope of a ballot is opened,

(b) On at least five percent of the total ballots cast; and

(c) By any qualified person other than the initial signature
verifier, including an enployee of the county auditor or an authorized
i ndependent auditor.

(2) Arecord of each audit perforned nust be nmade, and nust include
the date of the audit, the nanme of the auditor, and the audit results.
Political party representatives nust be offered an opportunity to
observe and be present at the tine an audit is conducted.
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(3) An audit report nust be conpiled and be nade avail able for
public inspection at the tinme of election certification. The report
must i ncl ude:

(a) The total nunber of signatures verified, including signatures
not audited;

(b) After the initial signature verification process, the tota
nunmber of signatures found to be a match and the total nunber of
signatures found to not match;

(c) If the signature verification process requires that a second
person review any signatures found to not match by the initial
reviewer, the total nunmber of signatures initially found to not match
that the second reviewer:

(1) Disagrees with the initial finding and determ nes that the
signature is a match; and

(i) Agrees wth the initial finding and determ nes that the
signature is not a match

(d) As a result of the auditing process, the nunber of signatures
initially found to be a match that were determ ned to not natch;

(e) The nunber of signatures sent to the canvassing board for a
final determ nation of whether the signatures match; and

(f) The findings of the canvassing board on all signatures sent to
it for a final determ nation of whether the signatures nmatch

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29A 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The names of el ection personnel who verify a voter's signature or
who determne that a signature does not match nust be recorded and
mai ntained in such a manner as to allow identification of the person
who made that determination at any tinme after the determnation is
made.

Sec. 3. RCW29A 04.530 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary of state shall

(1) Establish and operate, or provide by contract, training and
certification prograns for state and county elections adm nistration
officials and personnel, including training on the various types of
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el ection law viol ations and discrimnation, and training prograns for
political party observers which conformto the rules for such prograns
est abl i shed under RCW 29A. 04. 630;

(2) Establish guidelines, in consultation with state and | ocal |aw
enforcenent or certified docunent exam ners, for signature verification
processes. All election personnel assigned to verify signatures nust
receive training on the guidelines;

(3) Establish quidelines for conducting random signature
verification audits;

(4) Adm nister tests for state and county officials and personnel
who have received such training and issue certificates to those who
have successfully conpleted the training and passed such tests;

((4)) (5 Mintain a record of those individuals who have
recei ved such training and certificates; and

((65))) (6) Provide the staffing and support services required by
t he board created under RCW 29A. 04. 510.

~-- END ---
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